Germany to Experiment with Universal Basic Income 
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Germany has decided, amid the Corona pandemic, to test on 120 of its citizens, a universal basic income. 
This of course has gained traction in recent years, especially with the rise of Andrew Yang and the pandemic 
putting massive numbers of people out of work (while corporations get trillions in bailout and the rich add 
billions collectively to their wealth). Here is the summary of the experiment from Business Insider: 


The volunteers will get monthly payments of €1,200, or about $1,400, as part of a study testing a 
universal basic income. The study will compare the experiences of the 120 volunteers with 1,380 
people who do not receive the payments. About 140,000 people have helped fund the study through 
donations. The concept of universal basic income has gained traction in recent years, and Finland 
tested a form of it in 2017. Supporters say it would reduce inequality and improve well-being, while 
opponents argue it would be too expensive and discourage work. 


Breitbart, which calls it “free money”, touts the Finland experiment which was abandoned after it found UBI 
did not increase employment. But as Kyle Kulinski pointed out, the purpose of UBI is not to increase 
employment, but to give people money to pay their bills. UBI is therefore a tautology: the purpose is defined 
by the result. Giving people more money means they have more money. Whether it “works” or not is 
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determined by ancillary factors that opponents have a priori applied to the policy in order to try and discredit 
it. In other words, saying UBI doesn’t increase employment is like saying free college doesn’t improve the 
airport experience: it’s not meant to. 


Now, there is NO evidence that UBI causes people to be lazy or quit working. It simply doesn't increase 
employment. Well, there could be many reasons for that, which would have to be examined from an 
objective perspective. BTW, conservatives have long been trying to privatize social security and Medicare in 
a bid to make their donors happy and rich people richer. | look forward to the results of this experiment. 
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